[Every physician should know how to take an occupational history: the importance of teaching occupational medicine in medical school].
Working and participating in society are important for one's health and wellbeing. This also works the other way around: in order to work or participate, one has to be healthy. Every doctor should learn about this reciprocal relationship during their medical training. In a survey undertaken by the Netherlands Society of Occupational Medicine, the amount of time spent on occupational medicine in the curriculum of eight Dutch medical faculties was examined. The study showed vast differences between faculties in the amount of time spent on occupational medicine, in the learning methods employed and also in the number of students who participate in internships. The situation in the Netherlands compares favourably with that in other European countries. Sufficient specific attention to subjects related to health and work during undergraduate education is important for all doctors and a prerequisite to increase the number of medical students who subsequently choose a career in occupational health medicine.